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Abstract 
 
The purpose of this paper is to analyze the extent to which the Soviet system looked and behaved 
like an organized religion, despite constant assertions that the analogy was not even intellectually 
plausible, the degree to which it was or was not effective in its campaign to eradicate religion 
from the people once and for all, and the potential reasons attributed to their ultimate success or 
failure in this endeavor. Through an analysis of official Soviet statements and actions, it will be 
shown that the Soviet authority employed many of the same tactics commonly used by religion 
in order to establish and maintain its own power and to replace religious sentiments with socialist 
ones, but that this similarity in method, obvious even to the people living during the early Soviet 
period, would ultimately undermine its goals and expose the fundamental problem with a 
materialist ideology.  
 
Primary and secondary sources are used to illustrate the connections between the Soviet system 
and traditional religious structures and behaviors. Primary sources provide the ideological 
foundations of Soviet ideology and allow for the comparison with the behavior of the Soviet 
state following acquisition of power in 1917. Conclusions are based primarily on first-hand 
Soviet experiences articulated through Soviet diaries from the 1930s and interviews from the 
Harvard Refugee Interview Project to illustrate the degree to which the state was effective and 
any possible reasons for this outcome. Analysis of a large number of these interviews led to the 
conclusion that the Soviet state ultimately failed in its attempt to erase religion from society 
because it lacked principles higher than man with which to inform morality and calm the soul. 
 
